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The Olivier Awards 40th Anniversary Celebration is a cultural exchange programme co-
organised by Shanghai YongHe Culture Communication Co., Ltd and WE Culture Connect Ltd.
(UK) with support by the Huangpu District and Shanghai Hong Kong Plaza. The programme
opened in Shanghai Hong Kong plaza on the 14" June and encouraged a conversation on
establishing a theatre cluster. Leaders from Shanghai Huangpu District Government, industrial
delegates from the UK, USA, Hong Kong (China) and Taiwan (China) attended the opening.
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From left to right:

Xie Yi (Executive director of WE Culture Connect Ltd.), Yuan Hong (Producer of Edinburgh Fringe Showcase in China), Fredric Mao (Head of
Huangpu Performing Arts Committee), Tim Leist (Producer of Society of London Theatre), delegate from Huangpu Government, Peng Zhenyu

(Hong Kong Plaza leasing division manager)
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Founded in 1976, The Laurence Olivier Awards are the most prestigious awards for theatre and musical
productions in the UK. Named after British actor Sir Laurence Olivier, the awards are presented
annually by Society of London Theatre to honour creative excellence of theatre productions in London.
The awards ceremony has been attracting much attention each year. Currently, the ceremony is
broadcast on ITV to the English audience. The ceremony streaming is also available on Olivier Awards’
Youtube channel for the first time this year.
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Olivier Awards are also one of the most
recognised awards among Chinese theatre
industry, yet the Chinese audience were not
able to watch the awards ceremony in China.
This year in June, in celebration of the 40th
anniversary of the Olivier Awards, Shanghai
YongHe Culture Communication Co., Ltd and
WE Culture Connect Ltd. (UK) were delighted
to present The Oliver Awards 40th Anniversary
Event to the Chinese audience.

The event not only made the Olivier Awards
ceremony accessible to the Chinese audience,
but also built a bridge between Chinese
audiences and the theatre culture in the UK as
well as London West End.

The event consisted of the Olivier Awards 40th
Anniversary Exhibition and the 2016 Olivier
Awards 40th Anniversary Ceremony Screening.
The exhibition displayed the original Olivier
Awards trophies, the statue of Laurence Olivier,
selected photos of 2016 Olivier Awards
Ceremony, theatre posters and production
images of plays from the London West End.
The screening was a 90-min 2016 Olivier
Awards Ceremony with Chinese subtitle, which
marked the official China Premiere of the
ceremony.
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WE Culture Connect Ltd. was honoured to invite Mr. Tim s > -
Leist from Society of London Theatre to visit Shanghai. The 1\\ \,/1 \ ] 2 l ) ()
representatives attended the first Xintiandi Festival, visited 3
major theatres in Huangpu District, and participated in the
conversation on exchange and collaboration between the
remarkable London West End and the emerging “People’s
Square Rim Performing Arts Cluster”. The conversation was
of vital importance in creating a new brand image for
Huangpu District as a new centre for performing arts industry,
encouraging the sustainable industrial transformation of the
regional economics, and reinforcing the dynamic cultural
exchanges between China and the UK in the near future.
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As the key player in this programme, WE Culture Connect Ltd.
took the lead in organising and operating the whole project of oy
the Oliver Awards 40th Anniversary Celebration. WE is a 3 e
professional and devoted team aiming at facilitating cultural

communication between the UK and China via theatrical 4 @LIVIER
productions and arts education. . AWARDS
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